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is the custom to allow the Opposition to decide which matters
shall be discussed on these "Supply Days,'' though Supply
Debates are not primarily detailed examinations of financial
matters so much as discussions of the general policy of the
Departments for which money is being voted.
The general consideration of the means of raising rev-
enue and authorizing its expenditure is done in Committees of
the Whole House, but the detailed examination of the depart-
mental Estimates and the way the money is spent falls to two
Sessional Committees, the Committees on Estimates and Pub-
lic Accounts.
The function of the Estimates Committee is "to suggest
the form in which the Estimates shall be presented for exami-
nation, and to report what, if any, economies, consistent with
the policy implied in those Estimates, might be effected
therein." The Estimates Committee, even working through
sub-committees, cannot consider all the departmental Esti-
mates every year; it therefore chooses for examination those
Estimates which, for one reason or another, have aroused
some special interest or concern.
The task of the Public Accounts Committee is to see
that money is not spent except as the House has authorized.37
By convention the Chairman of this Committee is a leading
member of the Opposition (minority party). The Commit-
tee is assisted in its task by an officer of Parliament, the Comp-
troller and Auditor General, who has the dual function of
"auditing the public accounts and authorizing the issue of
money from the Exchequer if he is satisfied that Parliament
has given authority for this course. He may draw attention
to any waste or inefficiency which has come to his notice in
the course of his duties.
The House of Lords does not initiate financial proposals,
nor may it amend Money Bills which have originated in the
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